The Carnegie Circle

benefitting Midland County Public Library Foundation

Yes, I want to join you in the Carnegie Circle!
❍ $5,000 Sustainer

❍ Please list our/my name as follows:
❍ We/I wish to remain anonymous.
It is important for our records that you please provide the following:

❍ $2,500 Supporter

Name (please print)

❍ $1,000 Patron

City

Address
Phone

❍ I am sorry I cannot join at this
time, but enclosed is a donation

St

Zip

Cell

Email
Total $

(Levels listed to the left)

Make checks payable to Midland County Public Library Foundation and mail to:
Post Office Box 1634, Midland, Texas 79702

"A library outranks any other one thing a community
can do to benefit its people."
-Andrew Carnegie

While not a Carnegie Library, Midland County
Public Library follows in the tradition of Andrew
Carnegie, providing free and continually
expanding opportunities for the acquisition of
knowledge for all who walk through its doors.

Carnegie’s philosophy of free and open access to
information came to dominate the public library
system in the United States.

A self-made businessman and a humanitarian,
Carnegie built nearly 1,500 free public libraries
in the United States between 1889 and his
death in 1919. Many of them were in smaller
communities and many are still in use as libraries
today. Carnegie required the recipient of a
grant for a public library to meet four criteria: 1)
demonstrate a need for a public library, 2) provide
the building site, 3) annually provide 10% of the
cost of the library’s construction to support the
library’s operation, and, 4) provide free service
to all. Carnegie Libraries introduced the open
stacks concept where a library patron could
browse through the stacks on his own instead of
having to request a book and wait for the library
staff to provide it.

The Carnegie Circle is named in honor of
Andrew Carnegie who was born in Scotland and
emigrated to the United States with his parents
in 1848. Arguably the greatest businessman and
philanthropist of the 19th century, Carnegie is
the 20th century father of the free Public Library
system in America.

(November 25, 1835 – August 11, 1919)

Andrew Carnegie

